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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
PARISIAN VARIETIES.

VARIETT. »t S P. M.
OLYMPIC THEATRE.

VARIETY. at 8 P. M.
TWENTYTHIRD STREET OPERA HOUSE.

CALIFORNIA MINSTRELS, at 8 P. M.
WOOD'S MUSEUM.

EATT, at 8 P. M. Walter Bonn.
LYCEUM THEATRE.

VAUDEVILLE, at 8 P. M. Minnie Palmer.
WALLACE'S THEATRE.

TKAR8, IDLE TEARS, at 8 P. M. U. J. Montague.
TONY PASTOR'S NEW THEATRE.

VARIETY, at 8 P. M.
EAGLE THEATRE.

fARIBTY, at 8 P. M.
BROOKLYN THEATRE

/ERREOL, at 8 P. M.
TIVOLI

VARIETY, at 8 P. M.
UNION SQUARE THEATRE.

PERREOL, at 8 P. M. C. K. Thorne, Jr.
PARK THEATRE.

BRASS, at 8 P. M. George Fawcett Rove.
CHATEAU MABILLE VARIETIES.

VARIETY, at 8 P. M.
BOWERY THEATRE.

HAMLET, at 8 P. M
THIRTY-FOURTH STREET OPE&A HOUSE

VARIETY, at 8 P. M.
FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE

PIQUE, at 8 P. M. Fann v Davenport.
GLOBE THEATRE

VARIETT, at 8 P. M.
BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, at 8 P. M.

GP.RMANIA THEATRE
MAEDER OHNE GELD, at 8 p. M.

TRIPLE SHEET.
NEW YORK. MONDAY. APRIL 3, 1878.

From our reports this morning the probabilities
ure that the iceather to-day will be partly
cloudy, with, possibly, rain.

Notice to Countbt Newsdealebr..For
vrompt and regular delivery of the Hzbald
by fast mail trains orders must be sent direct
!o this office. ' Postage free.
The Czab'b Jocbnet has been arranged

and presents only the nsnal features of a

royal tour. A subsidence of the abdication
rumors is noticeable.

Our Prominent Clubs seem unfortunate in
respect to fires. Last night the New York
Club had its building rendered uninhabit¬
able for club purposes by a fire which did
fifteen thousand dollars damage. The Union
League Club is just refitted after an exten¬
sive fire, and the Union Club not very long
since sustained considerable damage from a

fire in the upper floors. There must be
something loose in the arrangements or lax
in the discipline to account for these suc¬
cessive losses of valuable property.
Empbbss or India..The English liberals

.re waging a peculiar war on the Mansard
roof which Disraeli proposes to put on the
English crown. The Royal Titles bill can¬
not be defeated by them, but they are going
to beg the Queen to call herself something
besides Empress. They oould stand a royal
Did Indian pagoda on top of the regal head
ornament, but a French Mansard roof,
never. One of the proposed compromise
titles, Padishah, may awaken a loyal inter¬
est in Ireland, where it might be mistaken
for a compliment to the nation and would
be pronounced Paddy Shaw.

Remark abub Fact..Mr. Killian has not
yet called for an investigation of the HwmT.n
charges that there were two thousand argu¬
ments used to persuade him to desert the
"No Seat No Fare" bill. No single member
of the Railroad Committee has yet called for
.n investigation, and yet a few days ago all
Df them professed terrible indignation and
proclaimed a desire to court immediate and
thorough examination. We have seen such
exhibitions before both at Washington and
Albany. Now is it not about time for that
investigation, and would it not be well to
summon Chauncey Depew, John Kelly, Mr.
Blumenthal and the leading men of our city
sailroad lines?

The Ducht or Saxe-Cobubo-Ootha, and
ihe right of the Duke of Edinburgh to suc-

jeed to it as the son of Prince Albert, is said
to be the object of Queen Victoria's German
|ourney. The aggregation of the German
Empire in the hands of the King of Prussia
possibly makes it undesirable for an English
royal duke to have his brother-in-law for
Kaiser. There will probably be an in¬
demnity in the matter, and the money will
be safer in EDglish consols thinks the
prudent royal mother.

Thb Visit or thb New Secretary or War,
fudge Taft, in company with General Sher-
nan and staff, to the principal fortifications
if New York Harbor, marks the re-establish-
nent of friendly relations between the War
Department and the General-in-Chief of the
Army, which were interrupted during the
tenure of office of ex-Secretary Belknap.
The object of the visit was twofold, as ex¬

plained by the Secretary of War. He is de¬
sirous of becoming thoroughly acquainted
with the prominent officers of the army and
with the operation of the army system in its
several details. It is pleasant to record nn

evidence of more than official interest dis¬
played by a Cabinet officer in his depart¬
ment The old rule of letting things drift
.long will doubtless give place to a more

rigid supervision of the several public in¬
terests embraced under the general head of
government There is every reason to ex¬

pect that the Belknap exposure will be pro¬
ductive of good results so far as the manage¬
ment of the War Department is concerned,
.nd will encourage those interested in

government reform to "push things."

Th« Preliminary Republican C«*TMi.

The Republican National Convention of
1876 will differ from all its predecessors
since the beginning of the civil war in being
a deliberative and not merely a registering
body. In 1864, 1868 and 1872 there was a

perfect concentration of republican senti¬
ment long in advance of the National Con¬
vention, the Presidential nominee of each of
those conventions having been as well known
before it assembled as he was after the selec¬
tion had been formally declared. But at

present there is no concentration upon any
candidate, and little prospect of any until
after several ballotings have been had at
Cincinnati. The preliminary action of the
State conventions tends to division, not

unity. Two of the three republican conven¬

tions held last week pledged their delegates
to candidates who are not their real choice,
and the third sent an unpledged delegation.
It is well understood that Oovernor Hart-
ranft is not to receive the final vote of
Pennsylvania, nor Governor Hayes the final
vote of Ohio, and although a majority of the
Vermont delegates favor Mr. Blaine they
have full liberty to vote for any other candi¬
date.

It is already certain that at least six can¬

didates will be voted for in the earlier bal¬
lotings at Cincinnati. The number of dele¬
gates from each State is double its electoral
votes, and on the first ballot Senator Conkling
will receive 69 of the 70 from New York (Mr.
Curtis being the exception); Governor Hayes
the 44 from Ohio; Governor Hartrnnftthe 58
from Pennsylvania; Mr. Blaine most of those
from New England, with a small addition
from one or two Western States; Senator
Morton the 30 from Indiana, with some

Southern and Western additions; and Secre¬
tary Bristow the 20 from Kentucky, with
probable additions. The first ballot will
therefore be no index to the final result, and
no political prophet or son of a prophet can

predict the choice of the Convention. It is
the cue of each candidate to magnify his
prospects and exaggerate his gains,
because if the opinion were widely
diffused that any one is particularly
strong that opinion would make him strong.
No candidate understands this kind of tactics
better than Mr. Blaine, and, while he is
making more progress than any of his rivals,
he is also more active in plying all newspa¬
per men whom he can directly or indirectly
reach with the story of his gains.
Mr. Blaine's friends claim the Ohio and

Pennsylvania delegates as soon as they cease

to vote for Hayes and Hartranft, but this
claim needs to be taken with great abate¬
ment. The Cincinnati Commercial has ascer¬

tained, since the adjournment of the Ohio
Convention, that after Hayes is abandoned
the delegation from that State will stand
8 for Morton, 12 for Blaine and 24
for Bristow. Sueh strength as Blaine
has in Ohio is in the northeastern part
of the State, called the Western Reserve,
M'hich was originally settled from New Eng¬
land. His pretensions in Pennsylvania may
be somewhat better founded. He is a

native of that State, and is more favor-
able to its high tariff policy than any other
of the leading candidates. Bat the Pennsyl¬
vania delegation will be controlled by Sena¬
tor Cameron, who is too old a schemer to
commit himself while the eddying waters
afford no indication of the real drift of the
current. He has given the Pennsylvania
delegation nominally to Hartranft, with the
purpose of holding it in reserve and throw¬
ing it at lost on the winning side. The
States whose delegates are pledged will con¬

tinue to vote for their favorite candidates
until there is a manifest concentration of
opinion in the Convention, and if the ten¬
dency shonld be toward Blaine, Pennsyl¬
vania will go in, turn the scale in his favor,
and claim her reward in the distribution of
offioes. But Cameron and his cohorts will
bo equally willing to render the same ser¬

vice to any other rising candidate in expec¬
tation of the same reward. In Pennsylvania,
therefore, Mr. Blaine is counting his
chickens before they are hatched, while Ohio
is more likely to favor Secretary Bristow, if he
should develop strength in other quarters.

But, although Mr. Blaine is oversangnine,
he is perceptibly and steadily gaining, which
is more than can be said of any of his nu¬
merous rivals. This fact cannot be safely
ignored by Senator Conkling, who has but a

slender prospect of gaining supporters out¬
side of his own State. Possessing the confi¬
dence of President Grant, he is in a position
to exert a greater influence on the ultimate
choice of the Convention than any other
member of the republican party if ho will
exercise a little foresight and some magna¬
nimity. He must assume, by his voluntary
act, the same position in the canvass in which
Hayes and Hartranft have been placed by
their respective State conventions, expect¬
ing nothing for himself beyond the unknown
possibilities of the chapter ot accidents, and
holding his delegation in hand chiefly with
a view to turn the scale betwepn
other candidates in the final crisis
of the battle. His influence, which
may prove decisive if he makes a skilful
use of it, depends on his peculiar relation to
New York politics and the exceptional im¬
portance of New York in the Presidential
election. The loss of New York by cither
party is a loss of the whole battle. The
State is in democratic hands, and can be
rescued only by the most perfect unity
among the republicans. The nomination of
Blaine at Cincinnati would be a sur¬

render of New York in advance, and
with it a surrender of all reasonable
hope of electing the next President
Neither Conkling nor his friends can

be expected to work with seal for
Blaine. Though belonging to the same po¬
litical party they are inveterate personal
enemies, and have not spoken to each other
for seven or eight years. With Blaino as

President Mr. Conkling and his friends
would be ostracized, and the whole immense
federal patronage in this State would flow
through other channels. It is not to be ex¬

pected that Senator Conkling and his friends,
who control the republican organization in
thin State, will lend a helping hand to dig
their own political graves. The electoral
votes ofNew York will undoubtedly be given
to the democratic candidate if Mr. Blaine
should be nominated at Cincinnati, and the
party cannot afford to fling away so impor¬
tant a State.

If Mr. Conkling is wise he will reeognise

the growing strength ofMr. Blaine and exert
his influence to secure a general concentra¬
tion on some candidate other than himself
who would be acceptable to the republicans
of New York. With the co-operation of
President Grant he could make Blaine's
nomination impossible and thereby give the
party some chance of recovering this Btate,
which is the grand pivot of the Presidential
canvass. In the strong republican States
it makes little difference who is the
nominee, those States being secure in any
event. The candidate should be selected
with reference to the doubtful States,
especially New York, the most important of
them. For carrying New York the weakest
of all possible candidates is Blaine, whose
nomination would be worth from thirty to
fifty thousand votes for the democratic candi¬
date, owing to the inextinguishable jealousy
and hatred which have so long existed be¬
tween Blaine and Conkling. The supporters
of all Mr. Blaine's rivals will recognize the
force of this consideration, and, with ordi¬
nary skill and prudence on the part of the
President and Mr. Conkling, combinations
may be formed which will render the success

of Blaine at Cincinnati impossible.- But
they must pursue some other line of tactics
than an attempt to unite the party on Sena¬
tor Conkling himself!

The Indian (^neetlen.
General Banning will introduce in the

House to-morrow his bill to "transfer the
conduct of Indian affairs from the Interior
to the War Department" This measure
comes before the House with the approval of
sixty of the most prominent officers of the
army, all of whom have long been familiar
with the scandalous mismanagement of In¬
dian affairs by the Interior Department.
Many of these say in their testimony that
the proposed transfer will expose the army
to misrepresentations, make it trouble and
impose burdensome duties upon it; but in
spite of that, and in the interest of the pub-
lie and the Indians, they strongly advise the
transfer. It has the approval also of Mr.
Welsh, of Philadelphia, Chairman of the
first Indian Commission, and now Chairman
of the Episcopal Church Board, which con¬

ducts benevolent operations among the In¬
dians. It has, we believe, also the approval
of Professor Marsh, and it has the support
of every honest man who has ever made the
Indian question a study.
On the other hand, this transfer of the

Indian service is opposed by every corrup-
tionist and thief who has ever had pickings
and stealings from the Indian fund ; and
these people are making an organized and
vigorous though secret and often indirect
opposition to the bill. They have mailaged,
unfortunately, to deceive some honest men
like Professor Seelye, and with the help of
such men they are trying to defeat this
measure. It ought to be enough for the
House that General Banning's bill is
opposed and denounced by the whole
Indian King. But, besides this, the transfer
will effect a saving of at least five millions
per annum in the cost of the Indian service.
It will put an end to one of the most inhu¬
man and corrupting elements in the prevail¬
ing maladministration. It will secure peace
and good will with the Indians and insure
to these their rights, which they have never

got from the Indian Bureau in the Interior
Department No man who sincerely desires
to see a reform of the civil service can vote
against this transfer.

Carriage and Cab Fares.
The New York public has never taken gen¬

erally to riding in hackney carriages or cabs
because a very well founded fear of extortion
has put the use of these vehicles into the list
of things to be avoided as much as possible.
The situations in which the average citizen
has found himself compelled to hire a car¬

riage, as for instance during a heavy rain,
have brought him generally face to face with
a Jehu who grimly refused to lift his reins
under a fare four or five times his right
Hence people of moderate means who, under
a fair system of moderate and well defined
charges would be glad to go to the opera, the
theatre, to visit their friends, to make a shop¬
ping tour or to catch a train in a carriage or

cab, have walked several blocks to be jammed
into a fetid liorse car for fifteen or twenty
blocks and then wulked three or four blocks
to their destinations. It has often surprised
us that capitalists and hack owners, seeing
the profitable nature of this honest and above-
board system of conducting the hack busi¬
ness, did not take advantage of it. Still
more astonishing is it that the authorities
have never taken the matter thoroughly in
hand. A new hack ordinance has been
passed, but we see no signs of its enforce¬
ment, and the rates of fares named in it are
still high, none being less than a dollar,
while in London a greater distance can be
traversed for twenty-five cents. A one horse
four-wheeler cab, with Beats for four, on the
London model, could be run at a high profit
on a fifty cent basis, and no more should be
allowed for our two-seated one horse cabs.
It would not require blooded stock between
the shafts nor fallen viscounts nor Secre¬
taries of War on the box, for animals of the
horse car kind, a little better groomed, and
drivers of the horse car order, not so hard
worked and with more time to mend their
coats and their manners, would answer. We
are anxious to see what will come of the
promised reform. One thing is certain, if
cheap cabs are furnished they will be largely
patronized.
Fixancml Fraxkxkss is a good thing, but

it would require a very good reason to sat¬
isfy the Turkish bondholders whose coupons
now due will not be paid before July. The
Forte says it does not pay because it does
not wish to hnve recourse to onerous loans ;
which may mean that it hopes by July to
have things so quieted down that it can bor¬
row money to pay the interest on its debt at
lower rates. From present appearances-
particularly the changed attitude of ltnssia.
we do not think that the hope will be sus¬

tained; so the Englishmen with their money
in Turks may expect another excuse in July,
although they would prefer their money.

Waombb supplies the principal part of the
music of the Centennial, under Thomas'
direction. Now we shall look for American
works in commemoration of the great event.
None of our representative composers have
taken action as yet

The Impeachment Managers.
The impeachment managers on the part of

the House in the trial of General Belknap
before the Senate may turn out to be capable
and energetic lawyers, but most of them are

so completely unknown to the country that
they will be compelled to pass through an

ordeal scarcely less trying than that of the
accused. Mr. Scott Lord was the law part¬
ner of Senator Conkling, and has been Sur¬
rogate and a Judge of his county. Mr. Mo-
Mahon, of Ohio, was the law partner of Mr.
Vallandigham, but held no public office
until elected to the present Congress. Mr. J.
Proctor Knott practised his profession in
Missouri, where he was at one time Attorney
General of the State, and he holds such legal
rank with his party in the House of Rep¬
resentatives that he is Chairman of the Ju¬
diciary Committee. Mr. Lynde, of Wiscon¬
sin, was once before in Congress, from 1849
to 1851, and he was Attorney General and
United States District Attorney of the Ter¬
ritory before his State was admitted into
the Union. Mr. G. A. Jenks, of Penn¬
sylvania, is a country lawyer, and is serving
his first term in Congress. The republican
managers are much better known than their
democratic associates. Mr. William A.
Wheeler, of this State, is a lawyer of fair
abilities, who has been many years in Con¬
gress and was President of the Constitutional
Convention of 1887, while Mr. George F.
Hoar has also had great Congressional ex¬

perience and is well known as a good lawyer.
Many names might have been selected which
would have been more acceptable because
they are better known, but it would scarcely
have been wise to divert Mr. Randall from
his duties as chairman of the Committee on

Appropriations, and these younger men may
work out the case more patiently, and con¬

sequently more Bkilfully, than it would have
been done by either Mr. Holman or Mr. Cox.
For ability and experience these managers
cannot compare with those chosen to con¬

duct the impeachment of Mr. Johnson,
but Mr. Carpenter and Judge Black will
have more difficulty in defending their client
than had Mr. Stanberry and Mr. Evarts in
the more famous trial.

It is to be regretted, however, that there is
not a member of the committee fully capa¬
ble of arguing the preliminary question to
General Belknap's trial.the question of
jurisdiction. If the Senate determines that
it has authority to try a Cabinet officer after
his resignation has been accepted for
offences committed while in office the sub¬
sequent proceedings will be easily managed.
But for the argument of this preliminary
question transcendent legal ability will be
required, and we doubt whether there is a

member of the House on either side capable
of arguing it before the Senate. Great care

and thoroughness in the presentation of the
case in its preliminary stage will be re¬

quired, and with these the country will be
satisfied.

The Chinese Question.
The Chinese question in this country, and

especially on the Pacific slope, is one which
must soon become of absorbing interest It
is not merely the problem of Chinese cheap
labor, though that in itBelf is one of the ut¬
most importance, but a question affecting
the highest interests of society and civiliza¬
tion. We might not view with great alarm
the undermining of American industries by
Chinese monopoly if this were all there was
any occasion to fear, but the very processes
by which tl^ey gain their ends are destruc¬
tive of our social life. Their wonts are few,
and they live in bunks instead of houses.
They work cheap until they drive off all
competition, and then they raise the prices.
The first business upon which they precipi¬
tated themselves in California was the
manufacture of cigars, and now they
monopolize it They are seizing upon
the manufacture of shoes in the same

way, and as their numbers increase they
are extending their enterprises and indus¬
tries in every direction. But what is worse,
they are disseminating also their debasing
practices and immoralities. In China there
is much of the lowest as well as the highest
civilization to be found in any country. It
is not the intelligence and culture of the
Celestial Kingdom which come to America,
for these seldom emigrate, and China is no

exception to the rule. The lower classes
only come here, and they bring with them
their base arts and debasing practices and
set them up side by side with our civiliza¬
tion. Even here in New York there is a joss
house, and Donovan's alley,has long been
the wonder of the curious and the grief of
the Christian missionary on account of its
immoralities and degrading exhibitions.
Some way must be found to subject this
Chinese question to control, or the leprosy
which comes into the country with every
ship from China will taint and corrupt not
alone the body politic but the sanctities of
society and the sacredness of religion.
Thx Fobcs or the Wind when travelling

at high velocities is capable of producing
the most extraordinary effects on exposed
objects, such as buildings, trees, animals
and even bodies of water. In March, 1875, a

series of destructive tornadoes visited North
and South Carolina and Georgia, and Ser¬
geant Calver, of the Signal Service, was

ordered to investigate their character and
effects. Among other remarkable instances
of wind force he reported that "a rock
weighing eighteen thousand pounds and
having thirty-five square feet of exposed
surface was moved seven feet." "A pine
log, weighing twelve hundred pounds and
with thirty-five squaro foet of exposed sur¬

face, was carried a quarter of a mile." "A
pine board was driven through a telegraph
pole." "A bale of cotton weighing five
hundred }>ounds was carried a quarter of a

mile." The Sergeant observer calculates the
following degrees of force for the relative
velocity of the windPressure, 26.9 pounds
per square foot of exposed surface, velocity,
73.3 miles per hour; 30.5 pounds, 78.1 miles;
77.7 pounds, 124.-6 miles. He further esti¬
mates that some of the results could not
have been produced by a wind travelling at
a less velocity than about seven hundred
miles an hour.

East Side Rapid Tbahsit..While the
west side of the city has already a quick
transit road in operation that partially ac¬

commodates its wants, and another and
better road with double tracks ha* been

contracted for to be in operation next
August, the east side is left without any
positive hope that a shovelfnl of earth will
be turned this year toward meeting its
greater want of rapid transit The confirma¬
tion of the Commissioners' report favoring
the Third avenue route remains in the
hands of the General Term of the Supreme
Court, composed of Chief Justice DaTis and
Judges Brady and Daniels. The plunder¬
ing horse car companies have their greatest
traffio on the east side. The knowledge of
what they are doomed to lose when rapid
transit becomes a fact moves them to buy
up legislators and legislative committees;
and this fact, showing the traffio that is
waiting for steam lines, should give an im¬
pulse to capitalists and constructors to fake
advantage of the first opportunity to give the
east side rapid transit.

Richard H. Dsss.

In another part of this paper will be found
a full and exact statement of the points that
arose in the case of Lawrence vs. Dana and
of the substance of Judge Clifford's decis¬
ion, which we have caused to be prepared
from the record. We have taken this pains
in order that the readers of the Herald may
understand what degree of fitness and pro¬
priety there is in making the merits of this
private lawsuit a test of the confirmation of
Mr. Dana as Minister to England. There
can be but one plausible ground on which
the opposition to his appointment can be
placed, so far as this lawsuit is concerned.
That ground must be that in defending him¬
self against the charge of literary piracy he
did something that affects his moral charac¬
ter, or that in preparing the edition of
Wheaton which he undertook to prepare he
made such a use of matter belonging in law
or equity to the former editor, Mr. Lawrence,
that he (Mr. Dana) ought to be accounted as

no better than a thief. The two charges of
literary piracy and perjury have been made
against Mr. Dana. The first is an offence
which a man may have committed, and
which many men have committed, without
any such intention to do a wrong as leaves a

stain upon the reputation or the moral char¬
acter. It is an offence of a somewhat tech¬
nical character, to be adjudged by the ap¬
plication of rules of law that by no means

imply any intention to commit a theft. The
other charge, that of false swearing, necessa¬

rily implies, .if it be true, that which in¬
volves conscious and deliberate sin. If Mr.
Dana, in defending himself against the
charge of literary piracy, swore to what was

not and to what he knew was not true in
point of fact, the blackest of stains rests
upon his moral character. It is our judg¬
ment, upon a careful examination of the
whole case, that there is no ground what¬
ever for this imputation.
There is but one oonceivable mode in

which Mr. Dana could have given wilfully
and consciously false testimony in this case,
and that would have been by swearing that
he made no use whatever of Mr. Lawrence's
notes, did not consult them, in preparing
his own. General Butler is reported to have
said, "The gravamen of Mr. Dana's offence
was not so much that of pirating the book,
but that he swore he didn't." This is sheer
quibbling, worthy of the source from which it
proceeds. A defendant may very well swear

that he has not pirated the complainant's
book, although the judgment of the law may
be that he has pirated it; for in such
a case the defendant swears to his belief in
a conclusion of law upon the facts on which
he means to rely, and if his belief in the
conclusion of law is ever so wrong his moral
character as a man of truth is in no way in-
volved, unless he swears falsely to some

matter of fact In order to show that Mr.
Dana mode a false oath it would be neces¬

sary to show that he denied under oath his
having made any uso whatever of Mr. Law¬
rence's notes in preparing his own. If he
meant to make this issue of fact an issue in
the case, and on this issue swore to what
was not true, he committed peijury. But
he never rested his defence upon the fact
that he had not seen or consulted or made
any use of Mr. Lawrence's notes.' By his
answer and in his testimony he admitted
that he consulted and used Lawrence's
no'es, as he did the works of others, but not
more or otherwise. He thus put his de¬
fence, so far as his own oath was involved,
upon the issue of law that such use as he
made of Lawrence's notes was not unlawful
or improper. The decision of the Court
that in this respect ho was wrong leaves no

imputation upon him that he had sworn to
that which was not true as a matter of fact.
Nor is there any such imputation contained
or hinted at in the opinion of the Court or

reasonably to be deduced from it.
The judgment of the Court undoubtedly

does show that the coincidences of citation
from other authors between Lawrence's notes
and Dana's were such and so numerous and
were accompanied by such internal proofs as
to lead irresistibly to the conclusion that in
oompiling his own notes Mr. Dana did not
resort to the original sources open equally to
him and to Lawrence, but that he borrowed
the citations from Lawrence, who had
previously collected and embodied them.
This, upon the principles of law which
govern such cases, was an infringement
which justified the Court in sending the
case to a master to inquire and report upon
the extent of the infringement.
The case derives its principal character

and its sole importance from the legal
principles that govern a technical right and
determine a technical wrong.

The Capture or Matamoros by Porflrio
Diaz, the leader of the present revolution
against the Mexican President, Lerdo de
Tejada, is the most telling blow the govern¬
ment has sustained from the present move¬

ment. The story of the taking of the city is
a sickening evidence of the unreliability of
the Mexican character. The valorous troops
sent out to resist the would-be destroyer
of a government elected by the people
go over to the enemy ; the troops in gar¬
rison, with a few exceptions, refuse to
fire on the revolutionists, and the deserted
commander has to take refuge on United
States soil. Diaz, the adventurer who lends
this rebellion, has nothing but promises of
spoil to offer, and yet a city like Matamoros
allows itself to fall into the hands of this
man at the head of a few hundred ragamuffins,

j Comment is needless.

A Challenge to the Kngllah a

Irish University Athletic Claha.
Now that the proepect of the Britisl

University crews coining over is so bright nr
time should be lost by the College Athletial
Association in asking the fast runners sad
walkers also to come. The growth of in-4
terest in the annual athletic meeting at
Saratoga has been most remarkable, there
having been over a hundred entries last
year. Some excellent work has been done
and short time made, but we are yet far
behind both the English and Irish, and if
their best University men come they will be
very likely to secure the ahief if not the
greater number of the prizes. But this will
in many ways prove only a temporary evil.
For if we have not yet learned all the mys¬
teries of sharp foot work and staying at a fast
pace over long distances, nothing will teach ns
so effectively as an undoubted defeat or two,
and on our own course. Foot racing hag
been common in England almost for centu¬
ries, and, with our very short experience, it
is in no way odd that she now ex¬

cels us in this manly sport In short,
we have nothing to lose and everything ta
gain. Saratoga has promised the students s
half-mile track exclusively for their athletic
contests, to be located within five minutes*
walk of the village, so that now they will be
better able than ever before to meet theif
proposed guests in a manner every way
pleasant These contests entail no outlay
for boats or other expensive gear, nor any
travelling as an organization, so that it will
be far easier for the persons who purpose
taking part to accept such invitation than it
was for the rowing clubs. Fortunately, too,
there is yet ample time for all needed prep¬
aration on both sides of the water, and if
the Athletic Association is alive to its present
opportunity we may have the pleasure oi
witnessing this coming summer the best
athletic meeting this country will have eve*
seen.

Bets or Contracts.

There is a trial in progress in the Supreme
Court which is likely to determine whether
Wall street operations ore bets or contracts.
Mr. De Witt C. Taylor says they are con.

tracts; Mr. Jay Gould says they are only
bets. This case arises on a transaction so
common that a judicial determination of the
point will be important to the public. On a
memorable occasion an agent of Mr. Gould
"bought" for him from Mr. Taylor a large
quantity of gold, which Mr. Gould subse¬
quently refused to receive and for which he
refused to pay. By this refusal of the pur¬
chaser to complete the transaction between
them the seller alleges that he lost fifty-three
thousand dollars. Assuming that the opera¬
tion was a contract and that the court*
will enforce the obligations of con¬

tracts the seller consequently sues for
the above sum. But Mr. Gould alleges that
he "bet" Mr. Taylor that the price of gold
would go up, and that since it went down he
lost the amount of the wager, which was the
difference between the price at two periods;
but that he refused to pay beoause the whole
transaction was contrary to a law of the
State. There is no essential discrepancy be¬
tween the purties as to the facts, and so the
case is of the more consequence as likely ta
give an authoritative statement of the legal
character of those operations-on corners and
similar devices that have so largely displaced
from Wall street the more legitimate traffic in
real values. No great harm would result if
it should be determined that these opera¬
tions are bets and not contracts that the law
can enforce. It would then be recognized
that men like Gould would never pay when
they lost; and there would not be many
transactions when the game was such thai
his opponents might always lose but could
never in any contingency win. Wall street
would be all the better for the exclusion of
all such transactions. But Mr. Gould might
not get off so easily under such a decis¬
ion as is perhaps thought It would
relieve him of the obligation of pay¬
ing his Black Friday losses, but would
expose him to suits for amounts of far greater
magnitude. Under such a decision every
cent he has ever made by transactions of the
class he now calls bets could be recovered by
the losers. By the law he appeals to it is pro¬
vided that "any person who shall pay any
money upon the event of any wager may sue
for and recover the same of the winner." But
if the losers of the money are not disposed
to sue him the right to sue on the same

ground goes to the Commissioners of Chari¬
ties and Correction, and the money recov¬

ered is for public charity. There is in addi¬
tion a penalty. He can be fined, also, for the
benefit of the poor, the sum of one hundred
dollars for every day on which he has gained
twenty-five dollars by bets of this nature.
Altogether, therefore, he may have no occa-"
sion to rejoice if he squirms away from the
present attempt to compel him to acknowl^
edge his obligations.

Tl»* Connecticut Klectlon.

The result of the election which takes
place to-day in Connecticut will be impor¬
tant as showing the drift of political senti¬
ment and supplying data for estimating the
effect of recent events on the prospects of
parties. It would naturally be supposed
that the astounding exposures at Washing¬
ton would damage the republican party,
but they had no such effect in
New Hampshire, and if they should
prove equally inoperative in Connecticut
now, when the facts have become so fully
known and incontestably established, we d«
not see what ground will remain for believ¬
ing that they will have much influence oo

subsequent elections. The Connecticut elec¬
tion will be regarded as a criterion of the
damage done to the republican party by the
disgrace which has fallen on members of the
administration, and, as there has been suffi¬
cient time to canvass the facts and examine
the evidence, the democratic party can ex¬

pect no greater advantage from them next
fall, when the excitement has subsided and
the exposures have become an old story,
than they reap from them now, when the
facts are fresh and engross public attention.
The general expectation seems to be

the democrats will carry the State, but by i
smaller majority than last year. The only
thing which makes the re-election of Gover¬
nor Ingersoll by the people doubtful is »
diversion of democratic votes to the inflation
ticket. There are no data for estimating tto


